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Fall Tune Up Shoot!
All our jaws dropped when we pulled into
the parking area. We were on a pre-shoot
trip to lay out the 3-D course and clear the
necessary shooting lanes. Apparently, the
Forest Service had already planned on
doing some of the clearing for us. In the
three weeks since we had first selected the
site, what had been a tightly vegetated
copse of trees on a gentle mountain bench,
was now a pile of freshly cut trees and six
inches of floury dust.
This site wasn’t going to work for our first
fall tune-up shoot. We had already printed
and distributed flyers with maps to this
location. It was only a couple of days
before the shoot. We needed a “Plan B,”
and we needed it fast.

layout. We were fortunate enough to have
George, a LaGrande Oregon ITB member,
already at the site to help with the task at
hand. We had about 15 targets with us and
Blake was bringing the trailer down from
McCall with all the other targets.
Blake finally managed to make it to the
site about three hours later than planned.
He blew a tire on the trailer near Donnelly,
but managed to get it fixed and arrive safely. No small task for Blake! Bill showed up
shortly after Blake and the five of us managed to get the course set up just before
darkness settled in. We all let out a large
sigh of relief and enjoyed the starlit sky
and a cold beer.

We were greeted to a spectacular morning
sunrise and shooters actually started to
show up—on time no less! We were
embarrassed by the mishap but happy that
some folks had managed to notice the new
signs and find our new site. I guess that’s
traditional
bowhunters
for
you.
Persevering to the end!
We didn’t end up with the largest 3-D
turnout ever, but what the group lacked in
numbers it definitely made up for in enthusiasm. The 22 shooters who managed to
find us proceeded to laugh their way
around the course a record number of
times and there was never a moment when
laughter couldn’t be heard from somewhere. We had some real shooters there
too. If folks’ stalking skills were as good as

Luckily for us, ITB member Bill Dorsch
has a cabin just a few minutes outside of
Crouch and knew the area well. Bill spent
the next couple evenings looking for a site
flat enough to safely set up 25 or 30 targets
and with enough parking and camping to
hold all the shooters we expected. Bill
called the night before the scheduled shoot
to let us know he had found a suitable spot.
He had already managed to hang signs letting people know how far they had to go—
the site turned out being on the other side
of the valley and about five miles further
than what was printed on the original flyer.
We were definitely worried about losing
people in the backcountry behind Crouch.
Blake managed to make some large signs
to hang at the highway and the major turns
leading to the new shoot location. We
began to think we may just get folks up to
this thing after all.
Jeff and I arrived at the new site at about 3
p.m. and had to perform a quick reconnaissance to determine a safe and enjoyable

Congratulations to Jim Akenson for taking
this dandy buck in the snow. Good shootin’ Jim!

their shooting skills appeared I’m certain
that there are little white packages in many
freezers this year.
We also managed to hold the first ever traditional archery biathlon. Long a dream of
Blake’s, we managed to guilt seven brave
(or foolish) souls into participating. For
those that don’t know, here’s how we managed our biathlon: participants first shot
three arrows at stationary targets from five
yards, and then ran a quarter mile down the
road (a penalty lap of a hundred yards was
assessed for those that missed one of the
targets), then we had to do it again. I was
fortunate enough to miss two targets during the first round and quickly fell behind
due to the penalty laps (and the mistake of
running in hiking boots).
The other contestants seemed to fare a bit
better with the shooting and pushed
through. The apparently super fit Troy
Seward managed to break the ribbon first
and become the first ever ITB Biathlon
Champion. CongratulationsTroy! Thanks
to all the folks who competed in this goodnatured event. It was actually a lot of fun
despite the running. It really let us know
how exactly what type of physical condition we were in going into hunting season.
A good time was had by all who managed
to find us! We look forward to the next
event we are able to host and hope that we
have better luck with our site selection. We
don’t need any more clearcuts at the shooting grounds. I want to remind all you members to write or call in and let us know if
you have an idea for an event in your neck
of the woods too. We are willing to travel
and host events so that all members can
participate equally.
We will be planning a shoot in Salmon
sometime this summer. Like all our events,
it will be a great time to get out and enjoy
the camaraderie of our peers and
spend valuable time with our families. We hope to see you soon.

ITB’s New Website
Take a stroll over to your computer and
type idahotraditionalbowhunters.com into
your browser. You’ll get a first look at
ITB’s new web site. It’s only in its infancy
now, but as it grows, you will find it to be
an excellent source for all things bowhunting related in Idaho.
From new hunting photos to shoot schedules to tips and tricks, idahotraditional-

And they’re off! In the
above photo contestants in ITB’s first-ever
Traditional Archery
biathlon are off and
running. At right, Troy
Seward shows his
excitement at winning
the first of what looks
to be a fun-filled
annual event.

bowhunters.com will provide you with a
wealth of resources. Add it to your
favorites, visit often to watch it grow, and
give us ideas of what you would like to see
on the site.

Traditional Seasons
ITB has submitted several proposals to the
Idaho Fish and Game Commission for
“Traditional-Only” bowhunting hunting
seasons. If you would like more information about them, please email Blake
Fischer at bafsco@mindspring.com. We
may also post the proposals on the website
at some point.
We hoped that with the Idaho Fish and
Game Department changing the equipment
restrictions for compound bow let-off, minimum arrow weight, and arrow length, we
would be able to get a foothold and maybe
have some traditiona- only seasons for next
year. However, we will not get these seasons implemented unless we get a lot of
support. If you can, please call your commissioner and talk to him about traditional
bowhunting opportunities.

2007 Memberships Due
If you haven’t already mailed in you 2007
memberships, please take this opportunity to
fill out the membership form on the following
page, mail in your dues, and be the first on your
block to get the new ITB window sticker (see
new ITB logo on page 1).

ITB Cabin Fever Shoot Just
a Few Weeks Away!
Winter’s cold weather starting to get to you?
Feeling cooped up and irritable? Well have we
got the solution for you—The Annual CabinFever Shoot is just around the corner, scheduled for Saturday, March 10th in the Payette
Riverbottoms near New Plymouth. As always,
we’ll have a big roaring bonfire, but with luck,
the weather will be so warm we won’t need it.
Make sure to bring friends and kids, lots of
arrows, some chairs and hot chocolate for
relaxing between rounds around the bonfire,
and don’t forget to bring plenty of hunting stories and photos. This event is the kickoff to the
new season, and we’re all looking forward to
hearing everyone’s tales and tribulations from

last season to get us inspired for this season.
Mark your calendar for March 10th and
watch your mailbox for the flyer. If you
have questions, visit the ITB website and
send us and e-mail.

Litter Pickup/Bowbird
Shoot
The Annual Litter Pickup and Bowbird
shoot will be scheduled this spring. Watch
for the flyer, and while the winter weather
is still here, craft some fine flu-flus. We’ll
bring the bowbirds!

Winter Game Feed
We’re hosting the ITB Winter Game Feed
on Sunday, February 11th at the Falcon
Tavern in Downtown Boise. This is a wildgame potluck, so break out the recipe book
and cook up some tasty wild vittles. If
you’ve already eaten your store of wild
game, no problem, just bring a salad or
desert of some kind. We’re hoping to have
some hunting-related entertainment after
dinner, but you’ll have to attend to find out
what or who it is. See ya there!

ISCAC
The Idaho Sportsmen's Caucus Advisory
Council (ISCAC) is a group of many different sporting organizations. The main
focus is to protect the right to hunt, fish,
and trap: and to conserve, promote, and
protect Idaho’s lands, wildlife and wildlife
habitat for the future enjoyment of all citizens. You can find out more about ISCAC
and their guiding principles on their website at www.idahoscac.org

The Idaho Traditional Bowhunters have
been a member of ISCAC for a few years.
If you read through their list of members I
think that they represent almost every
national and state organization except
Duck’s Unlimited, and they are working on
that. In fact you are probably members of
several different organizations that belong
to ISCAC.

The increased exposure this will provide
for ITB will be immense. Think of all the
families who will get their first exposure to
beautiful recurves, longbows, leather quivers, and the adventures inherent in traditional archery. I had my first real exposure
to serious traditional archery at a large
Spokane sports show way back in the ’60s,
and I’ve never been the same since.

Surprisingly, most people have never heard
about ISCAC, so I thought that I would try
to let you know what ISCAC is and what
they are doing. The main focus right now is
to stop canned hunts in Idaho, their main
focus has been toward that. Also on
January 16th, ISCAC had a Sportsmen’s
Rally on the Statehouse steps. This was
called Camo Day and was not an issue
driven rally, but rather a rally to bring
attention to our state legislators of the voting power we have as sportsmen.

I remember watching two guys put on a
great bow-shooting demonstration there.
Amongst other amazing feats, they suspended ping-pong balls from a string, set
them to swinging widely back and forth,
and proceeded to shoot arrows into them
with their recurves. I don’t think they
missed a single shot. Such things leave an
impression on folks, young and old alike.

ISCAC has a meeting the first Saturday of
every month at the Fish and Game head
quarters on Walnut St. Everyone is invited
to attend. If you have any more questions
about ISCAC or ITB’s involvement, please
let me know.
Blake Fischer
208-867-2703
bafsco@mindspring.com

The Traditional Expo is
Moving to Boise!
This year the Traditional Expo will be held
in Boise at Expo Idaho (The Western Idaho
Fairgrounds) instead of in Ontario, Oregon.
The Traditional Expo has combined with
the Idaho Sports Show, and will be held on
March 1st through the 4th.

This year, the ITB booth will be placed
right next to the shooting lanes, which will
make it a lot easier and more fun to work
the booth and/or the shooting lanes. The
Traditional Expo will be held in a huge,
heated tent near the front doors to the
Sports Show. We’re going to be seeing a
lot of new faces due to the crowds from the
Sports show, and it will be an excellent
opportunity for ITB to share the love of
traditional bows and arrows with the public.
Please give us a hand by volunteering at
the Expo this year. We don’t have to man
the doors, just the booth and the shooting
lanes. We could use your help, and we
could use your enthusiasm about archery.
It’s contagious you know!
P.S. Please send us an 8x10 hunting photo
or two from the last ten years or so. We are
going to use them to decorate around the
booth to show what traditional bows and
arrows can do.
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