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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
I moved back to Idaho almost two years
ago now after spending the two years running around western Montana. As a traditional bowhunter, I was anxious to get
involved with the local traditional archery
group. After making a couple of calls and
talking to some locals, I was saddened to
hear that the Idaho Traditional
Bowhunter’s (ITB) had not been very
active lately. Of course I, like many of you
may have done, just took it for granted that
it would get going again and all would be
well.
Well it didn’t take long for a couple months to pass and soon it had been
nearly two years. Guess what, ITB still
hadn’t gotten up and moved forward. It
was this realization, combined with my
personal desire to promote traditional
bowhunting and the values we develop
through it that spurred me to stop waiting
for someone else.
I volunteered my services to the
existing Executive Committee and they
agreed that the organization could benefit
from new blood. A short time later, I found
myself the current President of ITB and in
need of help. I’m lucky that my good
friends and hunting partners held similar
beliefs and desires to promote traditional
bowhunting in our state.
It didn’t take long to solicit and
garner their support in undertaking the
important task of reviving ITB. Blake
Fischer accepted the Vice President position and Jeff Fealko accepted the duties of
Treasurer (it didn’t hurt that he’s my little
brother and I’ve still got some influence on
him either). Rik Hinton has stayed on as
our Secretary and has fit in perfectly.
Bowhunting with recurves, longbows, and selfbows is a gift all of us share.
Our organization must continually work to
ensure that gift remains available to all of
us who choose traditional archery gear.
The Executive Committee has taken our
leadership roles in order to protect our gifts
from those who may attempt to take them.

Our current leaders also hope to
work hard to secure additional traditional
bowhunting opportunities where they are
viable, both politically and biologically.
We intend to be active in these pursuits and
hope that you, as a member, will let us
know your thoughts in order to help guide
our efforts.
Just a few weeks ago now ITB
attended the Traditional Bowhunters Expo
West. We set out with a goal to sign up 30
new members at the show. We easily
exceeded our goal and ended up welcoming more than 45 new individual and family members into our organization. The
show was a great success, and we all got a
chance to discuss issues and share stories
of the ITB of the past and what we want
the ITB of the future to be. Of course we
also got to share stories about the important things, past hunts, and upcoming
hunts we have in the works.
We developed a membership poll
for the Expo in hopes of hearing from current and potential members. Unfortunately,
the many distractions at the show seemed
to prevent us from receiving a great

Blake Fischer and Nathan Cuvala
man the ITB booth at the 2006
Traditional Bowhunters Expo West.
Special thanks to all who volunteered to man the booth and work
the doors at the Expo!

response. We have included the poll with
this newsletter and hope that you will find
the time in the comfort of your home to
consider the questions and return a completed survey so that we can manage ITB
as you desire it to be run. Please be sure to
add any additional thoughts or comments
that can help us better run ITB too.
We have many activities planned
for the immediate and long term future to
help you meet folks with similar interests
and have a great time doing it. By the time
you read this newsletter, we will have held
our annual litter clean up on Highway 55
and then followed it up with a great afternoon of bow-bird shooting and a sponsored lunch for all that attend. I want you
to look for the upcoming flyer announcing
our first ever bowfishing shoot too (scheduled for June 24—mark your calendar!).
I’m really excited to start this event and
make it part of our annual agenda. We
hope that all the families will come out and
support the club while having a great time
flinging arrows at those heavy scaled bottom feeders. We are working on securing
some great prizes too, so you’d better get
you fish points glued up and ready. We
hope to make this event an annual tradition
so your support at the first one will be crucial to its continued success.
We are also planning on holding a
summer shoot. Be sure to watch your mailboxes for the flyer announcing the date and
location as we are currently evaluating
sites. The summer shoot is always a great
time for that final tune-up before the fall
seasons get under way. We hope to see you
all there to enjoy the fun.
Remember that the success of any
event ITB puts on is dependant on the volunteers that make it happen. We would like
nothing more than to be able to hold events
in multiple locations across Idaho. In order
to do that we need to have a local group of
members willing to help organize and hold
that event. We are willing to bring the
club’s targets and some able bodies if you
want to step up and organize a local shoot
or event.

We heard from some folks during
the Expo but hope that additional volunteers step up to the plate soon. Just contact
any of us on the Executive Committee to
get something going.
Folks, we live in a great state with
an amazing history of traditional bowhunting. ITB is sorely needed to continue that
tradition and build upon it. I’ve realized in
short order that the protection and preservation of traditional bowhunting in Idaho
hinges on the success of ITB, and the success of ITB is reliant on the active participation of its members.
—Chad Fealko

ADOPT A HIGHWAY —APRIL 1, 2006
“We’re going to have to rethink our leadership if you keep scheduling events in
this extreme weather” was the greeting I

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
— Getting Involved
When my friend Chad Fealko
moved to Boise, he inquired about ITB and
what ITB had going on down here. Chad
had been involved with the North Idaho
Traditional Bowhunters and knew how
strong ITB once was. When I informed
him that ITB was not doing too much he
talked about finding out more about it.
Well after digging a little we discovered
that ITB hadn’t really done anything since
the Longbow Safari in 2004, in fact ITB
hadn’t even signed up any members for all
of 2005!
To put our money where our
mouths are we decided to “revive” ITB.
Since we couldn’t find anybody to step in
we decided to step in ourselves, but we
need your help. Please get involved,
whether you sign up as a member for $10,
or come to the meetings, litter pick-up, or
shoots. We need you. ITB is nothing without members and if we get people involved
we can do more together than alone.
I was recently involved with a
youth program and the instructor used this
analogy: he handed a child one arrow, and
asked him to break it, which the child did
easily. He then handed the child a bundle
of arrows, one for every person in the
room, and asked him to break it, of course
he couldn’t, he could barely get his hands
around it. This holds true for Idaho
Traditional
Bowhunters
as
well.
Individually we can be broke, but together
as one we can stand up for ourselves and
help each other.
I remember when ITB was a very
strong organization. I remember growing
up with the ITB, at the summer shoots,
winter game feeds, and even the litter pickup. I want ITB to get back to where is once
was. I want ITB to be a family oriented
group that the future Idaho Traditional
Bowhunters can grow up in and with each
other, following in our footsteps.
So get involved, renew your
membership, and support ITB so that it
will be around for your children.
—Blake Fischer

received as I stepped onto the shoulder of
Highway 55. Those precious few ITB
members that turned out for the Cabin
Fever Shoot and now the annual Litter
Clean Up and Bow Bird Shoot know exactly what Larry was talking about.
I knew the weather would keep a
few folks from attending but I figured we
would still have a good sized group of
hearty souls willing to donate some time
despite the soggy morning. After all, isn’t
the camaraderie of like minds worth spending a couple hours in the rain? It was for
me, and apparently only for five other
Traditional Bowhunters in the area. Maybe
it was the fact that the rain was mostly
frozen that kept people home?
The six of us quickly piled out of
the trucks and donned the slickers we
hoped would protect us from the freezing
drizzle pelting the pavement. We split our
two-mile stretch of highway equally and
teams of three headed out to see what we
would find. It didn’t take long for all of us
to wish we had brought shoulder length
rubber gloves and handwarmers. My rubber-dipped cotton gloves were wet after
picking up the first soggy McDonald’s bag
and the sting of the cold served to motivate
me to move a little faster.
We were continually amazed that
there aren’t more accidents along this highway. If the number of beer bottles and cans
is any indication, then nearly every driver
going down the highway must be drinking.
It was truly sad to observe that the vast
majority of trash we picked up was beer
bottles with beer cans coming in right
behind. It was even sadder realizing the
sheer quantity of garbage our neighbors
throw to the side of the road, hoping perhaps that someone else would take care of
it for them. I guess that’s what we were
doing.
The six of us worked hard to clean
up every last cigarette butt, bottle, plastic
bag, can, automotive part (horns to taillights), animal part, DVD (of course that
was XXX) and any other piece of trash we
could find. The fact that the fill slope of the
highway is about a 65% slope didn’t make

things easier as we had to literally crawl
through the dripping brush time and again
to grab another piece of trash that had
caught our eye. This was hard work under
poor conditions. But we could quickly
measure our success by the number of
stuffed orange bags we lined up along the
white lines and we worked hard, knowing
we were doing something right.
The weather seemed to break just
as we tied up the last bag and the sun broke
through the chalky sky. I guess the sun was
our reward for pitting ourselves against the
garbage and weather. I think it took us a
total of about four hours to complete the
two mile stretch (Editor’s note: it usually take
about half this time to clean the ITB’s adopted
section of road, let’s pitch in with a bit more
help next year).

Considering the weather and the
amount of trash, it wasn’t a bad time for
only six people. We counted the bags as we
drove the length of our adopted highway.
We ended up with thirty full bags of trash
and several piles of lost tires, house insulation, and even the carcass of a cow (Blake
and Nathan are way too dedicated). The
photo below is evidence that we were all
pleased at our accomplishment.
Following the trash pick-up we
headed to Larry’s house to feast on
bratwurst, chips, and cookies. Of course
we had plenty to go around as we had purchased food for 25 people. Good thing
we’re big eaters. The meal proved to be
enough fuel to get us out on the lawn where
we put on the worst exhibition of bow-bird
shooting ever performed!
It was easy to see that we were all
much better at picking up trash than shooting foam from the sky. Laughter was plentiful though as arrows grazed a couple of
targets and badly missed others. Of course
we all provided some good-natured ribbing
that comes with hanging out with friends
too. Everyone that attended the event was
glad they managed to get up despite the
weather and vowed to do it again next year.

ITB volunteers smile after cleaning
up two very soggy miles of
State Highway 55 —Thanks Guys!

ITB members enthusiastically trying to nail another bowbird during the
flying target shoot folowing the Highway 55 cleanup.
I want to express a big thank you covered everyone’s ears. Bows, stiff from
to all that helped us make two miles of the cold, were strung up and I’m sure I
Highway 55 a better piece of Idaho. The heard more than one joint pop with the
cleanliness of that portion of highway will strain.
now serve as reminder to all that pass it and
John Skinner and Butch Olsen
read the sign, that Idaho Traditional cruised into the mix and soon joined us
Bowhunters take pride in what they do and near the table. Butch’s signature mustache
do it well.
was encased in several inches of now
I know the same is true with the frozen breath. Both John and Butch were
way we hunt as well. I encourage all of you moving a little faster than the rest of us and
to attend the event the next time we sched- with more success too. They had both just
ule it. We need your help and welcome finished setting out the 25 targets this crazy
your company. I’ll see you there.
bunch of bowhunters had ventured out to
—Chad Fealko fling arrows at, and their joints and muscles
had benefited from the activity.
ANNUAL CABIN FEVER SHOOT
I figured that both would be short
A cloud of exhaust hung over the tempered and angry due to setting up the
parking lot as Jeff and I pulled in. Seven or entire course all by themselves but I should
eight vehicles clustered around the vacant have known better—these were traditional
boat ramp. A few of the truck cabs were bowhunters. Things aren’t supposed to be
empty and others overfilled. A hearty easy to them, and apparently the cold didgroup stood or rather paced from foot to n’t matter. Rather than a scowl we were all
foot sharing stories over their last cup of greeted to hearty hellos accompanied by
coffee. I looked at the temperature gauge warm smiles. Thanks Guys!
on the truck and realized it was only eight
At this point even the protection
degrees. Rolling around in my mind was of my felt liners weren’t keeping my feet
the thought that this isn’t necessarily the warm so we got the registrations started.
best start for ITB’s first event of 2006.
This being the first shoot in some time and
Jeff pulled to the back of the line ITB in need of additional members we had
of rigs and we traded the comfortable decided to charge $15 bucks to shoot and
house shoes for the more practical boots. I that got you your membership for the year
rubbed in the fact that I remembered to ($10) and unlimited opportunity at the tarbring my felt lined packs while Jeff was gets that day.
going to have to suffer with his single layer
I gave a short speech on what it is
of leather. I grabbed a thermos of coffee, a that ITB is aspiring to become and how we
box of donuts, and the ITB banner and intend to get there. Everyone present
headed to the registration table.
thought we were on the right track and I
After a couple minutes folks start- began to think that the day would actually
ed shutting down the engines and meander- be a success when we signed up or renewed
ing over. A few introductions went around 19 members! I don’t know that it was my
followed by more preparations for the ‘spiel’ or the cold, but I was happy that
shoot. Leather armguards were strapped everyone opened up their wallets and
over bulky wool jackets and stocking caps signed on as a member once again.

Folks quickly traded the cold and
shady parking lot for the course that was
now illuminated in the golden morning
sun. It wasn’t long before I could hear the
tell tale sign of a successful shoot—laughter floated up and down the valley at the
joy of piercing the air with an arrow. Well
it was either that or a missed target and
good-natured ribbing between friends.
Regardless, laughter abounded and
brought a smile to my face. The day was
looking up.
By the time I managed to find a
couple of missed arrows (some mine,
some other’s) and walk back into the parking lot I could see a couple groups heading
back out to the course and their jackets
now laid on top of truck hoods. The sun
had warmed the valley floor significantly
and the top layers necessary only 45 minutes ago were now unneeded burdens.
I joined a group of bowhunters at
the smoky pile of wood that served as a
warming fire. Conversation revolved
around hunts just completed the past fall
and plans of what lay ahead. Some of the
ribbing also managed to slip in and draw a
laugh now and then too. Folks drifted
between the fire and the course like the
smoke drifted on the changing breeze.
I’m pretty sure everyone who
showed up managed at least two rounds
through the course and some folks got
three or more. I know of one guy (Nathan
Cuvala) that must have thought he was an
indian on a buffalo hunt. That poor target
must have taken forty or fifty shots. I don’t
think anyone left without getting enough
shooting in.
We had a few folks still milling
around the fire but apparently done shooting. A quick request for a hand picking up
targets resulted in everyone remaining
pitching in. No surprise there, that’s what
traditional bowhunters do.
What took John and Butch two
hours to put out took us just 15 minutes to
tear down and load up. Now that’s efficient. I think that the work was actually
more fun and helped everyone get to know
each other a bit better yet.

ITB’er Dennis Michaels with what
may be the largest Idaho bear taken
with traditional Equipment.

I tried to thank everyone who
came out and braved the cold in order to
have some fun. I’m sure I missed a couple
of you so, “thanks!” again. Most of the
folks I talked with actually thanked us for
hosting the shoot and giving them a reason
to get out of the house, avoid the couch,
and enjoy the fresh air and company of
others who share our passion. This is what
ITB is all about and we will definitely host
additional events so that you can come
make new friends, hang out with old
friends, and enjoy traditional bowhunting
and all it has to offer.
As we left the now empty parking
lot the sun still shone brightly, speckle bellied geese filled the air, redwing blackbirds
flitted through cattails, and my hope for
spring seemed assured. I left the Payette
River knowing that ITB was back on track
and that success for the club and traditional bowhunting in Idaho was blooming with
the onset of this spring day. We need your
help to tend the crop and ensure that we are
all there for the harvest of our efforts in the
end. Your contributions to ITB will be
essential to our future. Thanks for your
continued help.
EDITOR’S NOTE: Send us your
2005/2006 hunting photos for inclusion in
upcoming newsletters and for use on our
new website. Send them to the address on
page one or to: fealks@hotmail.com

IDAHO
TRADITIONAL
BOWHUNTERS
PO Box 400
Horseshoe Bend, ID
83629

UPCOMING
EVENTS
WESTERN STATES TRADITIONAL RENDEZVOUS
May 27, 28, 29, Packwood, Washington
www.tbwonline.org or call Bill Curtindale at (253) 922-3125
ITB’S 1ST ANNUAL "CARP E DIEM CARP SHOOT"
June 24, 10 a.m., Traditional bows only, fish check-in at 5 p.m.
South side of Lake Lowell, just south of Nampa
Contact: Jeff Fealko at (208) 866-8753, JFealko@toengrco.com
NORTH AMERICAN LONGBOW SAFARI
July 1,2, Brownsville Oregon (registration deadline is usually May 31)
Contact: Rich Thompson (503) 628-3695 kkellydesign@msn.com
CAMAS PRAIRIE SHOOT
June 10, 11, Little Camas Res., 20 miles east on State Highway 20
Contact: Gene Briggs 587-0925
IDAHO STATE BOWHUNTERS’ JAMBOREE
July 14, 15, 16, Thatcher Creek, Highway 21
Contact: Richard Beesley 356-9726 or Theresa Thomas 884-2548

To get on our mailing list
send your e-mail address to: JFealko@toengrco.com

Idaho Traditional Bowhunters
2006 Constituent Poll
In an effort to better serve the members of ITB, we are soliciting your response to the following questions. Your answers will help us
better determine the desires of our membership, which in turn will help us better lead the club. In addition to better understanding our
membership's wishes, we also hope to utilize your responses to help establish additional opportunities for traditional bowhunters in the
state of Idaho. We thank you for your time, thoughtfulness and honest answers. This is your club and we hope to provide you with a
true benefit for your membership dollar.

Please Contact any of your officers to further discuss your concerns or provide suggestions. Chad Fealko--President can be reached at
208-860-6422 or tradhunter@clearwire.net. Blake Fischer--Vice President, can be reached at 208-867-2703 or
bafsco@mindspring.com. Jeff Fealko--Treasurer--can be reached at 208-866-8753. Rik Hinton--Secretary--Can be reached at 208-7933103
Completed surveys can also be mailed to: ITB, 901 W Highland Street, Boise, ID 83706.
General Organization Questions
(Please Mark All that Apply)
What past ITB activities are most important to continue into the future?
1)

a) Banquet
b) Summer Shoot
d) Litter Clean up
e) Other (please describe)

2)

b) Summer Shoot
a) Additional Shoots
d) New group events
e) Other (please describe)

c) Spring Shoot

What new activities would you like to see ITB pursue?
c) Spring Shoot

What type of 'product' or 'service' due you expect to receive from your ITB membership?

3)

a) Newsletter

b) Lobby IDFG for
additional opportunity

c) Spring Shoot

d) Camaraderie-friendship

e) Banquets/Game
Potluck

f) Other (please describe)

What type of assistance are you willing to provide to help achieve the goals and products we identify through this process?
4)

a) Volunteer hours

b) Attend Meetings

c) Organize shoots/events

d) Other (please describe)
Please indicate your interest in an Archery Biathlon event. (A biathlon is a combination of archery skill and endurance (i.e.
running).
5)

b) Moderately
interested

a) Very interested

c) Not Interested

d) Unsure but would like more information
(More questions on back!))
Hunting Season Questions
Would you support a Traditional archery only hunt or tag in Idaho?
6)

7)

a) Yes

b) No

c) Under what conditions (please describe)

Would you support a traditional archery hunt if that tag required use of traditional gear only and you could not hunt that
species with any other weapon for that year?
c) Under what conditions (please describe and
a) Yes
b) No
provide comment)

Would you be willing to pay extra for this hunt? If so how much would you pay $5, $10, $15 or other?
8)

Yes

No
If 'yes', how much would you pay?
b) $5
e) Other (please describe)

a) $0
d) $15

c) $10

What would you expect in return for your self imposed weapon restriction and any additional cost you are willing to accept?
9)

a) Longer Season

b) Additional
Zones/units

c) Extra tag

d) Access to specific controlled hunts
e) Other (please describe)
Would you participate if regulations prevented the use of an ATV during Traditional archery hunts?
10)

a) Yes

b) No

c) Under what conditions

General Comments …Please let us hear your feedback.

